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Digital cinematography and preservation of Egyptian cultural heritage
AXis: Preservation of cultura heritage
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Assistant Professor, Department of Photography, Cinema and Television
Faculty of Applied Arts - Helwan University
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UNESCO has defined cultural heritage as the legacy of material and intangible
acquisitions belonging to a group or community that has inherited from previous
generations and has remained and is still present for future generations,

Cultural heritage, whether material or intangible, represents the cultural identity of
any society, through its buildings, architectural styles, arts, songs, music, musical
instruments, engravings, paintings and handicrafts of jewelery, metalwork, textiles,
sculptures, pottery, and ceramics.

Throughout the long history of humanity, the ancestors had many, many
achievements and innovations that were passed down by successive generations.
Throughout this long history, some of these material legacies survived, and many
of them were lost, whether by factors of time, natural phenomena or by human
interventions and infringements. Also, modernization, cultural overlap, industrial
revolution and globalization al played a role in the loss of a large part of the
intangible human heritage.

With emergence of photography and film industry, a new phase in preserving
human heritage commenced. And the film was soon able to prove value with its
capability of storing data for a long time. Sadly, the cost of production has limited
the tremendous capability to use film as a means of documentation and
preservation of heritage.

Fortunately, with cinema entering the digital age, Hope is revived to use it again
and on awider scale as amethod of conservation and documentation.

Resear ch problem :

Protecting cultura heritage is a national goal that must be a priority in order to
preserve the national identity. Documentation of heritage represents the memory of
nation and preserves its history. The cinematic image is one of the most important
means of documentation through documentaries. During this transitional phase of
the cinematic image and its transformation from a traditional to adigital form, itis



necessary to study the pros and cons of the digital image as a reliable method of
documenting the cultural heritage and protecting it from extinction.

Sear ch goal
Studying the potential of the digital cinematography and its role in documenting
the Egyptian cultural heritage.

Results:

The documentary went through a stage of dormancy for severa reasons, the most
important of which was the massive production costs. The introduction of digital
technology a state of recovery for the documentary film in particular where it
opened the door for production at low cost.

There is no way to match traditiona film in archival terms. It is a viable way to
defy the factor of time. However, digital memory can be still utilized by setting
regulations for conservation and archiving.

The accelerating development of digital film system in all stages before and after
production, as well advancement of equipment greatly supports the idea of
documentation and preservation of civilization with high quality.

Recommendations

-Establishing a center for the documentation of cultural heritage sponsored by the
State, that aims to document heritage in al its forms, material and intangible, in
order to saveit from loss and extinction.

-Relying on digital technology as an alternative to conventional film, despite its
superiority in terms of archiving, for its ease and flexibility during different
production stages aswell as lower production cost.
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A polycarbonate disc layer has the data encoded by using bumps.

A shiny layer reflects the laser.

A layer of lacquer protects the shiny layer.

Artwork is screen printed on the top of the disc.

A laser beam reads the CD and is reflected back to a sensor, which converts it into electronic data

Diagram of CD layers.
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