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This research studies how the design of an indoor advertising poster can be inspired
from the art of paint with shadow, an ancient performing art which was also known as
"hand shadow art" and later as “Shadow play” which is also known as “shadow
puppetry”; arts that also depend on the movement of shadows. Afterwards, it evolved
and became widespread in many countries around the world. Thanks to this
evolution, it passed from movement to stillness, so it became as a kind of drawing
that depends on lights and shadows as tools to produce a shadow drama and make
creative formations of shadows. All this encouraged the researcher to seek
inspiration from the methods of this art, in its contemporary form, for the design of an
advertising poster, by using the same tools of the art of paint with shadow, to cast
shadow formations in the design of a creative and artistic ad. The objective of this is
to deviate from what is ordinary and create renovation in advertising posters designs
in order to draw the recipient's attention, get him interested and keep the message
fixed in his memory. That can also contribute to the evolution of the recipient's visual
culture seen that such formations require a lot of effort to perceive them and to
perceive the original shapes that formed them: which shapes are normally whether
totally different, in terms of their constitution, from their own shadows or just simply
reflecting them. So, in order for us to reach the most adequate and usable method of
the art of paint with shadow in the design of an advertising poster as a new creative
idea, we had to define this art, its constitutive ideology, its history and the most
important artists in the East and the West, so we could understand the various
methods they adopted and deduce the features of this art through it. It is also
important to define the influencing factors of the formation of shadows; such factors
vary between physical, psychological, artistic and geometric effects, in order to be
able to cast shadows adequately and incarnate the required drama in the ad design.
Afterwards, we handled how the art of paint with shadow can be a source of
inspiration in ad designs, first by showing the essential differences between art and
advertising as an attempt to give a precise definition to the art of paint with shadow
and then by defining the features of the constitutive elements of ad design that
employed the art of paint with shadow. From this we passed to the theory of Gestalt
and the laws of visual perception in order to study the most important cases in which
general perception creates correlations between shapes and that the shapes used in
the ad poster should be perceived by the recipient in order to achieve the objective of
its use. Afterwards, we exposed and analyzed some ad models that employ the art of
paint with shadow, in order to define its strengths and weaknesses. And finally it was
the applied section in which the researcher tried to transform some artistic works of
this art into an indoor ad poster.
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