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Exploiting aesthetics of Arabic Decorative Heritage in producing modern printing
designs meeting clothes of Arabic woman and asserting her identity in South of Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia (Jazan)

Introduction:

The public heritage of any people is part of components of its existence like language, history,
geography, nationality and civilization. The Arabic heritage is not of recent date, but it is as old
as people of the East are. Caring for the public heritage and arts shows awareness, culture
development and intellectual maturity of this nation. It is inherited art, which passes from
generation to another without specific designer. The original designer of this inherited art is the
people. This means that the traditional costumes documentary reflects traditional life aspects of
any people. In addition, it is an important element of materialistic heritage. It expresses
cultural, social and economic aspects and it is one of means to recognize society arts.

The traditional costume in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia came under definite radical change
without grading due to rapid development in society, what caused the degeneration of these
clothes. Therefore, there is a necessary to accelerate studying, discovering, recording and
maintaining of their beautiful and veiled aspects.

In completion of studies made about inherited costume in the Kingdom, the researcher chose
the South (Jazan) to study and record decoration of inherited costume as source of historical
period of the Saudi society as one of the most important traditional crafts due to its various
included features, which may enrich the field of printed costume. (The traditional costume) is
very rich and glorious in designs, which are adopted from various glorious colorful material
from heritage. Traditional costume is featured of distinct and exciting beauty with comfort and
other elements, which is witnessing great demand as economic craft, either locally or
internationally, especially after the huge cultural movement raised after discovering of oil
making difference in the Saudi society. The economic jump almost efface this heritage leading
to its degeneration. Therefore, this research was necessary. This research assumes that the
analytic study of decorations of inherited costume in Jazan including several artistic and
philosophic principles can achieve goals of research to create design solutions, which may fit
the Arabic woman in the South of Saudi Arabia in relation with printed textile. The historic,
functional and analytic approaches were followed leading to important results represented in



features of the geographic location of Jazan, topographic reliefs, customs and traditions in
various aspects of life, including clothes which varied between clothes for mountain and others
for coast. The first one is featured of intense colors, sometimes in black with bright colored
strips, and three or two pieces with bright colors, in addition to Al-Khubah or tender, and
sometimes weapon (men’s wear). On the other hand, women’s clothes are featured of many
bright colors. In general, clothes for mountain were featured of bright colors and less variety,
while clothes for coast were various in shapes, colors and names. This aesthetic variety of the
Arabic decoration in the traditional clothes was utilized through studying decoration, way of
structure, and the distinguishable colors in order to create modern printing designs suitable for
the Arabic women in the south of the Kingdom and stress on its identity.
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