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Sanaanizm
An Innovative Vision of Sanaani Traditional, Applied Arts

Dr. Ala’a Ahmad Al-asbhi

Assistant Professor in, Faculty of Interior Design, Sana’a community college

Abstract

The old city of Sanaa is one of the international heritage resources, which
were added to the list of UNESCO for historical cities and locations for 1983.
Unfortunately, the city did not receive the concern that meets its legacy value. In
2000, the city was added to UNESCO's list of internationally threatened heritage.
Therefore, it was necessary, as specialists in design, to stop by this distinguished
heritage and to deal with it as a resource for new innovative visions in field of
applied arts in order to create new tributary that feeds and supports devel opmental
aspects and boosts national economy.

The heritage reserves of the city of Sanaa, in al fields of life, has potential
and advantages that constantly revive. Of the characteristics, it is a city filled with
life that should be dealt with innovatively. Freezing it as natura museum does not
suit it, particularly in a such developing world, along with the facts of thistime.

Normally, this (Sanaani) heritage is dealt with in a method were shapes are
transferred. Thus, the problem of this research is determined by how to disclose the
identity of the civilized heritage of this city in a modernized way that fits the
functional needs. This comes within updating, innovative vision in designing the
heritage.

The Sana'anizm project represents a modern tool that ensures the concept of
human, cultural and socia arts security and it develops the abilities of individualsin
perceiving the core values of this art. Also, it represents the continuity of using it
with an up-to-date and qualified awareness, that proves social belonging. Such is
applied through the artistic role in civilized life, which contributes to the
permanency of cultural dialogues.

Key words. Reproduction of heritage, Sana’aian style, Cultural heritage, Culturad
identity.
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