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Abstract

Cities, recently, started to research new ways to introduce themselves to the
continuously changing world and cope with the rapidly moving urban development.
Cities are, currently, competing strongly on regional and global scales due to the recent
global attitudes to extend local urban entities to be parts of global sustainable urban
environment attracts different domains of business and economies. Such a strong
competition exposes cities to different economic and social problems throughout the
process of development. All that motivated the research to develop strategies to protect
cities against these challenges. Practice in many western cities proved that adopting the
concept of branding image can play integral role in physical, economic, and cultural
development planning.

The research aims to highlight the importance of branding image concept as one of the
sustainable development tools especially in historical cities. It can be used also to
address the challenges that the historical city could face during its course of
development.

The research attempts to address the question of how to create a brand image of
historical city and how to use such image as an active tool to preserve the physical and
cultural heritage yet keeping positive interaction with the modern surrounding
development.

The research hypothesized that using branding image concept contributes to the
conservation of cultural heritage of the city and keeps harmony with its urban
surroundings.

City of Karbala was selected as a case study because of its historical, cultural, and
religious importance. The city is a main destination for millions of visitors annually
which necessitates the need to preserve its historical identity and ensure the continuity
of its development such that keeping positive harmony with its surroundings. The
research found that branding image plays integral role in sustaining the historical image
of the city and maintain its original characteristics and achieve contact throughout time
because it provides a new way to develop cities through advertising strategies on
regional and global levels.

Key Word: Historical city - Branding Image - City Branding
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