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Role of Animation Movies Costumes as visual Language indicating
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Role of Animation Movies Costumes as visual Language indicating
Cultural Identity

By: Neveen Abedllatif Mohamed Omar

Lecturer Dr- Décor Department- Faculty of Fine Arts- Alexandria University- neveena.omar(@yahoo.com

Abstract

Costume is considered one of the visual artistic languages depicting time periods and places, it
reflects human’s civilizations, and echoes societies’ cultural identity. It is essential because it has an
effective role in convincing the viewer of the events taking place and character perturbation in animated
movies, telling many stories packed with humanity, inspired events and characters from reality. Animation
costume designer takes into account the cultural diversity, community origins and traditions, influenced by
people customs, beliefs, rituals and habits. When designing the conceptual costumes of animated movies it
is essential to consider both true cultural depiction and artistic vision for influential implications to audience
of all ages and fashion inspiration.

Research Problem:
In some animation movies, the design has overwhelmed the cultural origins, resulting in a
confused and inaccurate image of the culture referenced in the movie.

In animation cases where the character design and costume design unseparated, obvious obstacles
in the way of movement logic and a setback between the character and background were found.

Research Aim:
To set animation movies costume role under spot as a visual language, indicating cultural identity
and clarifying the difference between designing animated character and the character costume, resulting in
reaching tremendous technological development that distinguish animation movies recently.

The need of accuracy when designing character costume lines, forms, compositions and colors,
consisting with cultural settings, to reflect the cultural message of the movie.

Using the descriptive-analytical approach, the research concludes: Emphasis on the importance
of costume design as a visual element in achieving cultural identity associated with the message presented
by animation movies, and its ability to introduce viewers of all ages to different cultures across different
times and places. Animation movies’ costume Influences the taste of young and old viewers, and therefore
affects the lines of fashion and fashion design in general, In conclusion the research recommends: the
need to attention and aim for the production of regional Egyptian animated movies to reflect the true cultural
identity of the Egyptian society, civilization and history, presenting an Egyptian influential figures as
animated protagonist.

Keywords: cultural identity, animation movies, costume.
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