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Tunisia repletes with several types of local architecture. We can enumerate some
examples such as the “Manzel architecture “ in Djerba, nomad architecture in Nefzaoua, the
Djerid Architecture in both Nefta and Tozeur and the gsour architecture situated between
Mednine and tataouine. This type of architecture is considered one component of the
architectural and cultural opulence which makes the difference between the regions since it
is designed from the womb of nature where it is embedded. It takes into account the nature
characteristics, the cultural economic and even religious facts.

We will interest tothe architectural artistic and archeological study of the gsour of
Tataouine which are located in the eastern south of Tunisia and they are built in XI century
by the Berbers to face bani Hilal tribes. They used them as shelter and storehouses for their
agricultural harvests. They are about 150 gasrsdivided into 3 types: 1- the fortressgsour , 2-
the mountain gsour 3- the plane gsour. Each type of them has its own defensive or basically
economic and social function.Some of these gsour were demolished and no longer exist,
others are restored and included with touristic path in the region such as qasr Hadada and
some of them are turned into festivals.

This research will deal with two basic topics. First we will deal with the architectural
study of those gsour. Secondly we’ll try to find how to evaluate this ancient architecture
which proved their resistance over the centuries and their adoption to this saharian
environment which made of them an everlasting architecture.
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